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¾Based on 2001 WHO ICF

¾Already required by US DOL for FECA, 

Energy Employees, and Longshore

claims and many other state jurisdictions





¾AMA Guides 3 rd Ed (Rev) provides the 

methods for measuring ROM and 

performing other physical assessments

¾Results of assessment (closing exam) are 

applied to Oregon òscheduleó to arrive at 

permanent impairment award



¾ROM and function not well -correlated. 
ROM is not a good indicator of specific 
pathology,  disease burden, function or 
wage loss. 

¾Measurement of ROM problematic - lack 
of accuracy and reproducibility. It is 
voluntary and can be manipulated by the 
claimant and the examiner.

¾The OR system is heavily dependent on 
ROM.



¾Abandons reliance on ROM and 

embraces ònewóapproach

¾Impairment range based on diagnosis

¾Modifiers for physical exam, clinical 

studies, and functional status

¾Not really new since 4 th and 5th editions 

introduced diagnosis based estimates for 

some conditions and body parts


